
·GOING DEEPER" SESSION 2: The End-Time
Crisis in the Church: Falling Away from the Faith

L PAUL WARNSUS OF A FALLING AWAYFROM THE FAITH IN
THE END TIMES

1 Concerning the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ (Second
Coming) and our gathering together to Him (Rapture)... 3
Let no one deceive you by any means; for that Day will not
come unless the falling away cqmes first, and the man of sin
(Antichrist) is revealed, the son of perdition, 4 who opposes
and exalts himself above all that is called God or that is
worshiped, so that he sits as God in the temple of God, showing
himself that he is God. 5 Do you not remember that when I
was still with you I told you these things? ..8 The lawless one
(Antichrist) will be revealed, whom the Lord will consume with
the breath of His mouth ... 9 The coming of the lawless one is
accqrding tq the wqrking at Satan, with all Rqwer .signs, and
lYing wqnders. 10 and with all unrightequ.s decegtiqn among
those who perish, because they did not receive the love of the
truth. (2 Thess.2:1-10)

1Now the Spirit emenlY says that in latter times some will
depart from the faith giving heed to deceiving spirits and
doctrines of demons, 2 speaking lies in hypocrisy, having their
own conscience seared with a hot iron ... (1 Tim. 4:1-2)

A. Believers will depart from the faith as their consciences are
progressively seared.

"Speaking lies in hYRqcrin, having their cqnscience seared
with a hot iron ... (1 Tim. 4:2)

B. A believer can only depart from the faith when their conscience is
seared.
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4 For it is impaSsiblefor those who were once enlightened, and
have tasted the heavenly gift, and have become partakers of the
Holy Spirit, 5 and have tasted the good word of God and the
powers of the age to come, 6 if they fall away, to renew them
again to repentance, since they crucify again for themselves
the Son of God, and put Him to an open shame. (Heb. 6:4-6)

II. JESUS PROPHESIED OF A FALLING AWAYIN THE END TIMES
(MATT. 24:10, 12)

3 The disciples came to Him privately, saying, u•••what will be
the sign of Your coming, and of the end of the age?" 4 Jesus
said to them: "Take heed that no one deceiyes yau. 5For llUllU!
will come in My name, saying, ~I am the Christ,' and will
deceive many" (Matt. 24:3-5)

9 Then they will deliver you up to tribulation and kill you, and
you will be hated by all nations for My name's sake. 10 And
then many will be «ffended will betray one another, and will
hate one another. 11 Then many false prophets will rise up
and deceiye many. 12 And because lawlessness will abaund
the laye «{many will graw cald 13But he who endures to the
end shall be saved. (Matt. 24:9-13)

22 You will be hated by allfor My sake. But he who enduees ta
the end will be saved. (Matt. 10:22)

26 He who overcomes, and keepsMy works until the end to him
I will give ... (Rev. 2:26)

5 He who overcomes... ' will nat blat aut his name frqm the
Raak «fLife (Rev. 3:5)

11 I am coming quickly! "aid fast what you have, that no one
may take yaue crawn (Rev. 3:11)
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m. PAUL WARNS US OF THE LAWESSNESS THAT WILL INCREASE

IN THE END TIMES

IBut klIilJf this, that in the last day.sperilous times will come: 2
For men will be lovers ofthemselves, lovers of money, boasters,
proud.blasphemers, disobedient toparents ~unthankful, unholy,
3 unloving, unforgiving, danderers. without self-control,
brutal, despisers of good, 4 traitors, headstrong. haughty,
lovers of pleasure rather than lovers of God,S haying a fqrm
af gadlineS.sbut denying its power. From such people turn
away! 6 For of this sort are those who creep into households
and make captives of gullible women loaded down with sins,
led away by various lusts, 7 always learning and never able to
come to the knowledge of the truth. (2 Tim. 3:1-7)

rv PETER WARNS THE CHURCH OF THE DANGERS OF FALLING
AWAY (2 PET. 2:1-22)

1But there were also false prophets among the people, even
as there will be false teachers among you, who will secretlY
bring in destructive here.sies even denying the Lord ... 2 Many
will fqllqw their de.structiyeways because of whom the way of
truth will be blasphemed. 3 By covetousness they will exploit
you with deceptive words... (2 Pet. 2:1-3)

4EiJLiiGod did not spare the angels who sinned, but cast them
down to hell and delivered them into chains of darkness, to
be reserved for judgment; 5 and did not spare the ancient
world but .savedNoah ... a preacher of righteousness, bringing
in the flood on the world of the ungodly; 6 and turning the
cities afSodom and Gomouah into ashes" condemned them to
destruction" making them an examgle to those who afterward
would live ungodly; 7 and delivered ri,Wteou.s Lot, who was
oppressed by the filthy conduct of the wicked... (2 Pet. 2:4-7)

9 Then the Lord knows how to deliver the &IJI1b. out of
temptations and to reserve the unJust under punishmentfor the
day of judgment" 10 and eS]lecial(ythose who walk according
to the flesh in the lu.stQJ uncleanne.s.sand deS]li.seauthority.
They are presumptuous, self-willed ....12 these, like natural
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brute beasts made to be caught and destroyed... will utterLY
_peri.shin their own corruption, 13and will receive the wages of
unrighteousness, as those who count it pleasure to carouse in
the daytime. They are spots and blemishes, carousing in their
own deceptions while they feast with you, 14 having eyes full
a,fadultezy and that cannot ceasefrom sin, beguiling unstable
souls. They have a heart trained in cavetou,S practices... 15
They have forsaken the right way and gone astray,following
the way of Balaam ... 16 who was rebuked for his iniquity:
a dumb donkey speaking with a man's voice restrained the
madne.ssa,fthellmphet. (2 Pet. 2:9-16)

17 These are wells without water, clouds carried by a tempest,
for whom is reserved the blackness of darkness forever. 18
For when they speak tufItt swelling wardS oJ emgtinns they
allure thmugh the lusts of the flesh, through lewdness, the
ones whOhave actually escaped fram those whO live in eemr
19 While they promise them liberty, they themselves are slaves
of corruption; for by 1J1:ulm a person is overcome, by him also
he is brought into bondage. 20 For if, fJiJu. they have escaped
the pollutions of the world through the knowledge of the Lord
and Savior Jesus Christ, they are again entangled in them and
overcame, the lafter end is worse for them than the beginning.
21 It would have been better for them not to have known the
way of righteousness, than having known it, to tlJJ:J:lfromthe
holy commandment delivered to them. 22 It has happened to
them according to the true proverb, ((Adog returns to his own
vomit and a sow, having washed to her wallowing in the mire. JJ
(2 Pet. 2:17-22)
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Going Deeper Session 2 Study Guide Questions

• What are some of the reasons Jesus gives for believers falling away
in the End Times? How can I posture myself to stand strongly against
falling away?

• Paul warns of perilous times ahead-how can I keep my heart pure in
the midst of such pressures?

www.lHOP.org

http://www.lHOP.org

